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Public  Health  Department, 
West  House,  Penarth. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Penarth  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1949,  the  report  being  prepared  on  the  lines  laid  down 
in  Circular  2/50  (Wales)  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 


The  general  standard  of  health  in  your  district  in  1949 
was  maintained  at  a high  level  and  apart  from  an  outbreak  of  a 
mild  form  of  dysentery  no  severe  epidemic  of  any  infectious 
disease  occurred.  A study  of  the  Vital  Statistics  reveals  a crude 
death  rate  very  similar  to  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  Birth 
Rate  as  almost  invariably,  was  lower  than  the  rate  lor  the  County 
and  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  The  Infant  Mortality 
rate  compares  favourably  with  the  figure  for  the  Administrative 
County,  and  with  two  exceptions  was  the  lowest  of  the  County 

Districts. 


Six  cases  of  Food-Poisoning  were  notified  during  the 
vear  but  there  was  no  instance  of  more  than  one  family  or  house- 
hold being  affected  (page  14).  The  investigation  of  these  cases 
of  Food-Poisoning  is  often  disappointing.  A visit  is  paid  to  the 
household  immediately  on  receipt  of  notification  and  a careful 
history  of  food  partaken  during  the  previous  72  hours  tabulated, 
and  a certain  article  of  food  may  come  under  suspicion,  e.g 
sausage  meat,  synthetic  cream,  etc.,  but  more  frequently  tha 
not  if  has  been  completely  consumed  or  thrown  away  by  the 
time  investigations  are  commenced. 


It  is  seldom  that  any  positive  findings  are  obtained 
visiting  the  shops  or  premises  where  the  suspect  food  w; 
manufactured. 


on 


was 


In  November/December  an  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery 
occurred  a brief  report  of  which  appears  on  page  14. 


4 


% 

Clean  Food  Campaign. 

During  the  year  the  following  were  some  of  the  steps 
taken  towards  a clean  food  campaign.  Numerous  pamphlets' and 
posters  obtained  from  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education 
were  distributed  to  the  various  trades  concerned  with  food 
handling. 


In  April  a Code  of  Practice  was  drawn  up  printed  and 
distributed  to  all  manufacturers  and  vendors  of  Ice-cream 
registered  with  this  authority.  This  was  accompanied  by  a letter 
from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  explaining  in  simple  language 
the  reasons  for  the  need  of  such  a code.  The  code  was  based 
mainly  on  enactments  contained  in  certain  sections  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  1938  and  the  Ice-cream  (Heat-treatment) 
Regulations  1949,  but  also  contained  important  practical  points 
not  dealt  with  in  the  legislation. 

Samples  of  Ice-cream  were  dispatched  to  the  Laboratory 
during  the  year  for  bacteriological  examinations  and  approx- 
imately 70%  were  grade  I and  II,  which  is  regarded  as  satisfactory 
and  was  a definite  improvement  on  previous  years.  This  sampling 
although  having  no  statutory  standing  serves  as  a pointer  to 
those  tradesmen  who  are  defective  in  the  technique  of  the  clean 
preparation  of  this  product,  and  visits  are  then  made  to  the 
premises  to  attempt  to  improve  and  educate  the  ice-cream  handlers 
in  their  methods. 

In  July  the  department  was  active  in  co-operating  with  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (Infestation  Division)  in 
staging  a Civic  Services  Exhibition  at  a Central  Hall  in  Penarth. 
Emphasis  was  laid  particularly  on  Clean  Food  Preparation,  and 
organisations  such  as  the  Local  Chamber  of  Trade  co-operated 
and  helped  in  gathering  material  and  setting  up  the  various  stalls. 


Excellent  material  for  exhibition  was  also  obtained  from 
the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  and  the  Surveyors  Department. 


1 am  of  the  opinion  that  whereas  exhibitions,  films  and 
ectures  have  their  place  in  Health  Education,  one  suspects  that 
these  are  mainly  attended  by  the  already  enlightened  and  those 
whose  need  is  greatest  in  this  respect  fail  to  put  in  an  appearance. 
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The  method  par  excellence  in  health  education  to  my  mind 
is  the  personal  approach.  Thus  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  others 
can  do  far  more  in  this  way  with  food  handlers  at  the  shops, 
restaurants,  etc.,  than  any  multitude  of  pamphlets  and  posters. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  not  too  distant  future  the 
general  practitioners  will  be  able  to  devote  more  time  to  personal 
health  education  so  that  the  public  may  become  more  interested 
in  positive  health  and  less  in  the  time  honoured  bottle  of  medicine. 

Health  education  in  the  form  of  interesting  chats  on  the 
radio  appears  to  be  a popular  and  potent  weapon  of  approach 
to  the  public,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  such  features  will  become 
expanded  and  promoted  to  a more  respectable  hour. 

Flies. 

The  incidence  of  flies  in  the  town  particularly  in  the  area 
adjoining  the  refuse  tip,  has  greatly  diminished  in  the  last  few 
years  following  the  spraying  of  the  tip  surface  each  week  with 
a suitable  insecticide. 

The  treatment  is  commenced  early  in  the  spring  and 
continued  well  into  the  Autumn  and  the  diminution  in  the  fly 
population  has  been  most  impressive. 

Housing  Survey. 

The  routine  housing  survey  which  was  instituted  during 
1948  has  been  continued. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  each  examine  20  properties  a 
month  categorising  them  into  four  grades  depending  on  the 
character  and  extend"  of  the  defects  found.  This  is  in  addition 
to  the  inspections  carried  out  following  complaints  by  house- 
holders. In  this  way  the  standard  of  housing  has  remained  high 
as  informal  and  where  necessary  statutory  notices  were  served 
in  all  cases  where  defects  were  found  (page  20). 

In  conclusion  I desire  to  thank  Members  of  the  Council 
for  their  continued  confidence  and  support,  and  my  colleagues  for 
their  loyal  co-operation. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  TREVOR  THOMAS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total 
284 
8 

16.2 
8 


Male 

168 

5 


Female 

116 

3 


Number  of  live  births  (legitimate)  . . 

Number  of  live  births  (illegitimate)  . . 

Birth  Rate  of  Estimated  Population 
Number  of  still  births  (legitimate)  . . 

Number  of  still  births  (illegitimate)  . . 

Still  birth  rate  27.3  per  1,000  births,  and  0.44  per  1,000  estimated 
population. 

Number  of  deaths  110  males,  103  females,  213  total. 

Death  rate  of  estimated  resident  population  . . 1 1.8  per  1,000 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  . . . . . . Nil. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  . . . . . . Nil. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  27 

Number  of  deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . . . . Nil. 

Number  of  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . Nil. 

Number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  l 

COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Table.  1.  Shows  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  past  10 
years  in  England  and  Wales,  Glamorgan  and  Penarth. 

TABLE  1. 


BIRTHS 

DEATHS 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

1 ( 

M 

Under  1 Year  At  All  Ages 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

England 

Glamor- 

Rate  per 

per 

Year 

No. 

Penarth 

and 

gan 

No. 

1,000  No. 

1,000 

Wales 

Births 

Pop. 

Registered 

1939 

193 

12.0 

15.0 

13.1 

9 

41  ' 225 

13.8 

1940 

203 

12.2 

14.6 

17.2 

16 

79  244 

14.6 

1941 

229 

14.6 

14.2 

16.7 

1 1 

48  240 

15.2 

1942 

248 

15.9 

15.8 

18.2 

10 

40  191 

12.3 

1943 

266 

17.4 

16.5 

18.4 

13 

49  | 199 

13.0 

1944 

277 

18.1 

17.6 

19.4 

6 

22  223 

14.6 

1945 

223 

14.3 

16.1 

18.1 

7 

31  205 

13.1 

1946 

312 

18.7 

19.1 

19.4 

10 

32  215 

12.9 

1947 

377 

21.8 

20.5 

20.8 

16 

42  224 

18.8 

1948 

312 

17.5 

17.9 

18.9 

7 

22  208 

11.7 

1949 

292 

16.2 

16.7 

17.1 

8 

27  | 213 

11.8 

7 


ry 

Table  II  shows  the  number  of  Births  and  the  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  for  the  County  and  District  of  Glamorgan  during 
1949. 

TABLE  11. 


District 

Number 

of 

Births 

Deaths 
under 
1 year 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 

Administrative  County 

of  Glamorgan  . . 

12,515 

504 

40 

Aberdare 

609 

31 

51 

Barry 

786 

23 

55 

Bridgend 

251 

8 

32 

Caerphilly 

718 

42 

58 

Cowbridge 

14 

— 

— 

Gelligaer 

759 

27 

36 

Glyncorrwg  . . 

180 

10 

56 

Llwchwr 

354 

7 

20 

Maesteg 

463 

22 

48 

Mountain  Ash 

542 

25 

46 

Neath  Borough 

509 

22 

43 

Ogmore  and  Garw  . . 

426 

13 

31 

Penarth 

292 

8 

27 

Pontypridd 

681 

28 

38 

Porthcawl 

136 

1 

7 

Port  Talbot  Borough 

725 

43 

55 

Rhondda 

1,883 

81 

43 

Total  for  District  . . 

9,388 

391 

42 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  (including  fore-shore) 
Population  (census  1931) 
Population  (mid-year  1949) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  value 
Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate 


2,508  acres 
17,110 
18,040 
4,894 
£129,231 
£518 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1949. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

2.  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  . . .... 

— 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

5.  Diphtheria 

— 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

4 

— 

7.  Other  Tuberculosis  Disease 

— 

— 

8.  Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

9 Influenza 

1 

1 

10.  Measles 

— 

— 

11.  Ac.  Polio-Myelitis  and  Polio  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

12.  Ac.  Infa.  Encephalitis 

13.  Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and  Oesoph.  (m) 

— 

— 

Uterus  (f) 

1 

3 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

3 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast 

• 

7 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17 

6 

17.  Diabetes 

1 

1 

18.  Intra-cranial  Vase.  Lesions 

14 

20 

19.  Heart  Disease 

28 

26 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

4 

5 

21.  Bronchitis 

9 

2 

22.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . . 

1 

1 

23.  Other  respiratory  Diseases 

4 

— 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

1 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

1 



26.  Appendicitis  . . 

— 

— 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

2 

28.  Nephritis 

2 

3 

29.  Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive  Sepsis 

— 

— 

30.  Other  Matern.  Causes  . . 





31.  Premature  Birth 



2 

32.  Congenital  Matl.  Birth  Injuries 

4 

1 

33.  Suicide 

2 

3 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents 



35.  Violent  causes 

2 

4 

36.  All  other  causes 

10 

12 

All  Causes 

110 

103 

. Total 

21. 

3 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Cases.  • •'* 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  were  notified: — 
Pneumonia  . . 101  including  48  from  Llandough  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever  40  ,,  „ » >> 

Erysipelas  . . 1 ,,  » » »» 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  1 ,,  1 »>  >>  >’ 

Whooping  Cough . . 33  ,, 

Measles  ..176  ,, 


2 

1 


Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Dysentery 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

Food  Poisoning  . . 


2 

9 

82 

2 

8 


5 

3 

2 

2 


Of  the  above  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  the  following  were 
admitted  to  Isolation  Hospitals. 

Scarlet  Fever  . . • • • • 13 

Measles  • • • • • • ^ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . • • 4 

Pneumonia  . . • • • • ^ 

7 

Dysentery 
Food  Poisoning 


disinfection. 

Disinfection  of  Clothing,  Bedding,  etc.  where  necessary  was 
carried  out  by  arrangement  with  the  Cardiff  Health  Authonty. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1948  arrangement 
for  this  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Glamorgan  County 
Council,  and  Immunisation  has  been  carried  out  as  formerly 
at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  and  at  the  schools. 

During  the  year  299  Infants  were  immunised  at  the  clinics 
while  773  received  booster  doses  at  the  schools. 


Year 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 


No.  of  Cases 
113 
65 
91 
23 
Nil 
5 
2 
5 
2 
2 
5 

Nil 

Nil 


No.  of  Deaths. 
4 
2 
2 
3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 


SCABIES  CLINIC. 

The  incidence  of  Scabies  and  Impetigo  fell  so  rapidly 
during  the  post  war  years  that  it  was  found  un-necessary  to  have 
a clinic,  and  it  was  decided  to  close  it  in  May.  Up  to  this  period 
only  15  cases  of  scabies  and  three  of  impetigo  were  referred 
for  treatment. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 


The  following  pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations 
were  made  at  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory:— 


Throat  Swabs. . 

Faeces?  Dysentery 

Milk 

Water 

Ice  Cream 

Blood  Enteric 

Blood  Film  . . 


27 

210 

34 

10 

55 

1 

1 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS). 
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The  figures  shown  under  (1),  (2),  (3)  represent  the  following: 

(1)  Notified  by  Llandough  Hospital. 

(2)  Cases  treated  at  home. 

(3)  Cases  admitted  to  hospital. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Tuberculosis  Physician,  Dr.  S.  H.  Graham  has  kindly 
compiled  the  following  table  in  connection  with  the  treatment  ot 
tuberculosis  during  the  year  1949.  The  figures  m parentheses 
denote  the  corresponding  cases  for  the  year  iy4°- 
Number  of  new  cases  seen  . . • • • • (200) 

Number  found  be  be  suffering  from  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  . . • • • • • • G ') 

Number  found  to  be  suffering  from  non-pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  . . • • • • . • • (2) 

Number  with  no  evidence  of  Tuberculosis  . . (256) 

(24) 


306 


15 


3 

283 

29 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Dea 

THS 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—  1 .. 

- 

- - 

- 

— 

1—  5 .. 

- 

- - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—10  .. 

- 

- - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—15  .. 

- 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  .. 

1 

1 

- 

1 

— 

— 

20—25  .. 

1 

2 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25—35  . . 

2 

3 1 

- 

1 

- 

•— 

— 

35—45  . . 

1 

2 I - 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

45—55  . . 

1 

- - 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65  . . 

2 

- - 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65  years  . . 

Total 

8 

8 1 

1 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

16 

4 

3 

ADMISSION  TO  TREATMENT. 


AGE 

PERIODS 

PI 

JLMONARY 

NON-PUL 

1 

VIONARY 

1-5 

5- 

15 

15  & All 
Over  Ages 

1-5 

5-15 

15  & 
Over 

All 

Ages 

M F 

M 

F 

M|  F M 

F 

M F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Institutional  . . 

- - 

- 

- 

5 2 ; 5 

2 

- - 

" 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Domiciliary  . . 

- ! - 

_ | 

i ~ 

1 

- 

1 

Dispensary 

- - 

- 

- 

8 1 4 1 8 

4 

- 1 - 
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Food  Poisoning. 

Six  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year 
none  of  which  were  fatal. 

Three  occurred  in  one  family,  symptoms  being  fairly 
severe  and  requiring  hospital  treatment.  No  organisms  were 
identified,  but  the  suspected  vehicle  of  infection  appeared  to  be 
undercooked  sausages.  Investigations  at  the  source  of  the 
sausage  meat  produced  no  positive  findings. 

Three  others  were  sporadic  cases  quite  unconnected, 
Salmonella  typhi-murium  being  identified  in  the  faeces  of  each, 
but  no  particular  article  of  food  could  be  incriminated. 


BACILLIARY  DYSENTERY. 

During  late  November  and  December  an  outbreak  of 
sonne  dysentery  occurred  resulting  in  82  cases  being  discovered. 
Fortunately  the  clinical  manifestations  were  comparatively  mild 
and  only  5 cases  were  admitted  to  hospital.  The  outbreak 
appeared  among  the  children  attending  the  Infants  department 
of  Cogan  School. 


The  greater  majority  of  cases  were  discovered  by  a perusal 
of  the  school  registers,  visiting  the  absentees,  and  the  examin- 
ation of  rectal  swabs  from  those  who  gave  any  history  of 
suspicious  symptoms. 


In  this  way  (40)  forty  cases  were  discovered  among  the 
infant  children  (out  of  an  average  attendance  of  105).  Some  of 
these  children  introduced  the  disease  into  their  homes  and  infected 
other  members  of  the  family  as  follows: — 


Pre-school  children 

Brothers  and  Sisters  of  school  age 

Parents 


. .17 
. .27 

. . 12  mothers 
1 father 


In  all  instances  it  could  be  shown  that  the  disease  was 
introduced  into  the  household  by  a child  attending  the  infants 
department. 

It  would  appear  that  the  infection  was  introduced  into  the 
school  by  one  of  the  infants,  no  explosive  outbreak  occurring 
but  a gradual  spread  through  the  department. 
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There  was  no  evidence  pointing  to  a common  source  of 
infection  e.g.,  school-dinners,  and  investigation  of  the  canteen 
and  teaching  staff  proved  negative.  Only  (19)  nineteen  of  the 
(40)  forty  children  notified  partook  of  school  dinners. 

It  was  deemed  advisable  to  close  the  infants  department 
for  the  last  week  of  the  Xmas  term. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

The  district  is  within  the  area  of  supply  of  the  City  of  Cardiff, 
and  receives  a constant  service  of  upland  surface  water  from  the 
Brecknock  Beacons. 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  samples  are  taken 
to  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  chemical 
and  bacteriological  examination. 

The  number  of  samples  collected  from  various  points  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  are 
set  out  hereunder: — 


Type  of 
Sample 

Number 

Taken 

Number 

Satisfactory 

Number 

Unsatisfactory 

Bacteriological 

3 

3 

Nil 

Chemical 

4 

4 

Nil 

Total 

7 

7 

Nil 

No. 

Dwelling- 

Houses 

served 

No. 

Population 
supplied  from 
Public  Water 
Mains 

No. 

Population 
supplied  from 
Standpipe 

" 

No.  of 
Persons 
supplied  by 
piped  supply 
from  Well 

4,893 

18,035 

Nil 

5 

SWIMMING  BATH. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  samples  of  the  Swim- 
ming Bath  Water  were  examined  at  the  County  and  Public 
Health  Laboratory  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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The  degree  of  Chlorination  of  the  water  is  frequently  and 
quickly  checked  by  a simple  colorimetric  method  by  the  Baths 
Superintendent.  The  “turn-over  period”  of  the  Bath  water 
when  necessary  can  be  reduced  to  under  4 hours,  which  is 
regarded  as  satisfactory. 


SCHOOLS. 

Situated  in  the  District  are  the  following  schools:— 

Penarth  County  Grammar  School. 

Victoria  Council  School. 

Albert  Road  Council  School. 

Cogan  Council  School. 

Penarth  C.  of  E.  School. 

Penarth  R.C.  School. 

All  the  schools  are  provided  with  a constant  supply  oi  pure 
water,  good  drainage  and  sanitary  fittings,  urinals,  etc.,  which  are 
flushed  with  automatic  tanks. 


VERMINOUS  INFESTATION. 

Owing  to  the  infestation  of  bugs,  etc.,  the  Council  has  found 
it  necessary  to  make  provisions  for  the  disinfestation  at  a minimum 
charge  of  £1  Is.  Od.  per  house. 

During  the  year  16  privately  owned  dwelling-houses  were 
found  to  be  infested  and  were  subsequently  dealt  with. 


SUPERVISION  AND  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

Mllkjhere  are  18  purveyors  of  milk  registered  in  the  district: 
their  premises  were  constantly  inspected  and  all  were  required  o 
provide  proper  dairy  facilities  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  milk. 

The  purveyors  of  milk  in  the  district  are  made  up  as  follows: 

Producers  ••  ••  ‘‘  a 

Producer/Retailers  • • • • 

Other  Retailers  . . • • • • ' 

Non-resident  Retailers  . . 4 

Close  supervision  was  maintained  by  the  Inspectors  on  dairies 
and  cowsheds,  and  all  the  persons  engaged  in  the  production 
and  distribution  of  milk. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  one  establish- 
ment was  licensed  for  bottling  and  selling  Tuberculin  Tested  mi  , 
and  three  establishments  licensed  to  sell  pasteurised  milk. 
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On  October  1st  the  Milk  & Dairies  Regulations  1949  came 
into  force  when  the  responsibility  for  the  control  of  milk  production 
passed  over  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


Designated  Milk. 


Samples 
taken  by 

No.  of 
Samples 

Number 

Satisfactory 

Number 

Unsatisfactory 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

7 

5 

i 

2 

Undesignated  Milk. 

Samples 
taken  by 

No.  of 
Samples 

Number 

Satisfactory 

Number 

Unsatisfactory 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

27 

22 

5 

Samples  tested  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 


Samples 

No.  of 

Number 

Number 

taken  by 

Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

10 

10 

Nil 

There  are  ten  farms  in  the  district,  the  cowsheds  of  which 
are  fitted  with  modern  drinking  bowls  for  each  cow,  and  are 
served  by  a constant  water  supply.  Frequent  inspections  were 
made  at  all  farms  and  dairy  premises. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

There  are  17  butchers’  shops  in  the  district,  and  all  shops  and 
vehicles  to  which  the  meat  regulations  apply  were  frequently 
inspected  and  surveyed. 

During  the  year  the  following  articles  of  food  were  upon 
examination  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were 
voluntarily  surrendered  from  shops  in  the  town. 


17 


r 


Apple  Pudding 
Apples 
Apple  Sauce 
Apple  Puree 
Anchovie  Paste 
Apricots 
Bacon 

Blackberries  . . 

Beetroot 

Beans 

Baby  Food 

Brislings 

Butter 

Beef  Part  Cooked 
Beef  & Pork  Loaf 
Brawn 
Beef 

Bournvita 

Coffee 

Cereals 

Crab 

Crisps 

Cherries 

Cod  Paste 

Carrots 

Cockles 

Crayfish 

Corned  Beef  . . 

Chutne> 

Cheese 

Chocolate  Spread 
Dried  Egg 
Dried  Egg 
Dates 
Dates 

Dried  Milk 

Diced  Carrots 

Dried  Carrots 

Evaporated  Milk 

Fruit 

Fish 

Fish 

Flour 

Fish  Cakes 
Grape  Puree  . . 
Greengages  . . 
Grapes 

Grapefruit  Juice 
Grapefruit 
Herrings  • • 
Ham  & Veal  Loaf 


. 2 tins 

Hog  Pudding 

9 tins 

Ham 

2 tins 

Ham  Loaf 

. 3 tins 

Jam 

. 6 tins 

Lamb 

4 tins 

Lobsters 

3 lbs. 

Luncheon  Sausage 

. 1 tin 

Luncheon  Meat 

. 14  tins 

Mixed  Vegetables 

. 43  tins 

Marmalade 

. 1 1 tins 

Meat  Paste 

. 2 tins 

Macaroni 

.4  lbs  64oz 

Meat  Paste 

. 20  lbs. 

Meat  & Gravy 

2 tins 

Minced  Beef  Loaf 

8 lbs. 

Orange  Juice 

.657  lbs. 

Olives 

4 tins 
2 pkts. 

2 pkts 
63  lbs. 

15  pkts 

3 tins 
1 tin 

35  tins 

4 galls 

3 tins 
24i  lbs. 

38  jars 
65  lbs. 

4 tins 
14  tins 
45  pkts. 

4 boxes 
45  pkts 
1 tin 
. 42  tins 
. 24  tins 
. 62  tins 
. 7 tins 

. 129  lbs. 

. 1 tin 

. 1 bag 

1 tin 
. 2 tins 

3 tins 
. 24  tins 
. 5 tins 

. 28  tins 
. 7 tins 

. 42  tins 


Pilchards 

Peas 

Prunes 

Plums 

Pickles 

Parsnips 

Pudding  Mixture 
Paste 
Peaches 
Pork 
Pears 
Potatoes 
Pigs  Maws 
Rhubarb 
Runner  Beans 
Sweetened  Fats 
Sardines 
Spinach 
Sauce 

Salad  Cream 
Salmon 
Soup  . • 
Spaghetti 
Sweet  Corn 
Stewed  Steak 
Sausage 

Sponge  Mixture 

Silds 

Tongue 

Tomatoes 

Tea 

Tomatoe  Juice 
Veal  Loaf 


. 7 lbs. 

.41bs  5ozs. 

1 tin 
. 12  jars 
. 18*  lbs. 

. 13  lbs. 

. 21  lbs. 

. 19  lbs. 

. 43  tins 
. 4 tins 

. 1 Jar 

. 2 Pkts 

. 7 tins 

. . 8 tins 
1 tin 
. . 5 tins 

. . 1 bott. 

. . 12  botts 
. . 54  tins 
. . 79  tins 
..  1 
. . 49  tins 
. . 7 jars 

..  10  tins 
. . 2 Pkts 

1 Jar 
. . 6 tins 

. . 3 tins 

. . 6 tins 

I tin 
. . 100 
. . 12  tins 
. . 8 tins 

. . 31  lbs. 

. . 3 tins 

. . 6 tins 

1 bott 
. . 98  botts 
. . 20  tins 

. . 50  tins 
. . 37  tins 
. . 2 tins 

. . 2 tins 

. . 1 tin 

. . 2 Pkts 

1 tin 
. . 2 tins 

. . 159  tins 
. . 8i  lbs. 
. . 8 tins 

. . 1 tin 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  routine  inspection 
work  performed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors: — 

GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

Accumulations  . . . . • - • • • • 30 

Animals  kept  . . . . . . • • • • 30 

Cesspools  . . . . . . • . • • • • 42 

Closets  Water  . . . . . . . . • • 493 

Complaints  . . . . . . • • • • 635 

Dirty  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Drains — Existing  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  155 

,,  Obstructed  ..  ..  ..  ..  130 

,,  Relaid  . . . . . . . . . . 22 

,,  Smoke  Tested  . . . . . . . . 35 

Infectious  Disease  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  186 

Interviews  . . . . . . . . . . 822 

Public  and  Private  Conveniences  ..  ..  ..  150 

Rooms  Disinfected  . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Rats  and  Mice  . . . . . . . . . . 999 

Schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 

Smoke  Observations  . . . . . . . . 1 

Smoke  Special  Visits  . . . . . . . . 1 

Verminous  Premises  . . . . . . 21 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  671 

Cinemas  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 


HOUSING. 

Houses  Inspected  . . . . . . . . . . 890 

Houses  Re-inspected  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,827 


FACTORIES. 

Factories — Mechanical  . . . . . . _ _ 144 

,,  Non-mechanical  ..  ..  ..  117 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . 5] 

Laundries  . . . . . . . , 7 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTIONS. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspections 
Shops — Meat 
„ Fish 

„ General  Provisions  . . 
,,  Other 

Food  Preparation  Premises  . . 
Dairies 

Cowsheds  and  Farms 
Samples — Milk  Bacteriological 
Ice  Cream  Premises 


a 

487 

215 

53 

355 

117 

192 

112 

84 

34 

165 


HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1949. 


I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 


1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 

(2)  Total  number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

(3)  Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 

(4)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . 


890 

204 

64 


204 


(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendeied  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(1)  By  Owners 

(2)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  ol  owners  . . 
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PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

(5)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
informal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 
be  remedied . . . . . . . . . . 178 

( b ) Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  notice: — 

(1)  By  Owners,  following  informal  notice  . . 141 

(2)  By  Owners,  following  formal  notice  . . 2 

(3)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . Nil 

Proceedings  under  section  1 1 and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1 936,  and  section  1 2 of  the  Housing  Act : — 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


demolition  orders  were  made  . . . . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  closing  orders  made  . . . . Nil 

THE  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Informal,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ..  ..  ..  178 

Statutory,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ..  ..  ..  2 

Informal,  Housing  Act,  1936  . . ..  204 

Statutory,  Housing  Act,  1936  ..  ..  ..  14 

Informal,  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919  ..  Nil 

Statutory,  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919  ..  Nil 

Result  of  Service. 

Number  of  complaints  received  and  dealt  with  . . 635 


Verbal  intimation  resulted  in  a considerable  amount  of  work 
being  executed  without  the  need  for  further  action. 

Sanitary  improvements  carried  out  and  defects  remedied 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Exterior  Works. 

Roofs  repaired  and  renewed 

Rain  water  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  renewed  and  repaired 
Walls — rebuilt  or  repaired 
Yard  area  relaid 
New  Fascia  Boards  provided 
Conservatory  roof  repaired 
Boundary  Walls  repaired 
Chimney  Stacks  Repaired  . . . ’ 

Exterior  Cement  Rendering 
Verandah  Repaired 
Toe  Piece  to  Down  Pipe  Fixed 
New  Lead  Apron  fixed  over  Bay  Window 


43 

44 
38 
14 

6 

1 

2 

6 

16 

1 

1 

1 
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Exterior  Works. 

Front  Entrance  Path  relaid  . . 
New  steps  provided 
New  yard  gully  provided 
Soil  pipe  repaired 
Accumulation  of  refuse  cleared 
New  W.C.  compartment  built 

Interior. 

Obstructed  chimney  flue 
Windows  eased 
Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  . . 
New  water  tap  provided 
New  entrance  doorway  provided 
Balluster  rails  to  stair  repaired 
New  Opening  Fanlight  Fixed. . 
New  sinks  provided 
Walls  replastered  internally  . . 
Fire  grates  repaired 
Floors  repaired  or  renewed  . . 
New  skirting  boards  provided 
Doors  repaired  or  renewed  . . 
Chimney  Flues  repaired  . • 
Windows  and  frames  repaired 
Ceilings  renewed  or  replastered 
Stairs  repaired 
New  Bath  provided 
Sashcords  provided  • • 

Dampness  in  walls  remedied 
Defective  Mantleshelves 
Walls  Limewashed 


2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

2 


2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 
1 

8 

127 

23 

41 

9 

35 

4 
43 
63 

1 

1 

18 

32 

3 

8 


Drainage.  ..51 

Cesspools  cleared  and  cleansed  . . • • 33 

Drains  repaired  and  relaid  . . ••  1 2 1 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  and  cleansed  • • ••  3 

Obstructed  water  closets  cleared  • • • • 36 

New  pedestal  water  closet  pans  provided 
New  flushing  tanks  provided 
Flushing  tanks  repaired 
New  manholes  provided 
Manholes  repaired 
New  soil  pipes  provided 

Waste  pipes  repaired 

New  water  closet  compartments  provided 
New  water  supply  . . 

DefectfveWnt  between  Flush  Pipe  and  Water  Closet  renewed 
New  Seat  provided  for  Pedestal  Pan  . . 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 


Infestation  Order,  1943. 

The  following  shows  the  amount  of  routine  work  carried  out 
and  the  results  achieved. 


Surface  Campaign. 

The  work  of  rodent  control  has  continued  satisfactorily 
during  the  year  and  990  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  by  the 
Inspectors  and  Rodent  Operator  and  as  a result  193  Infestations 
were  subsequently  dealt  with. 

The  methods  used  for  rat  destruction  by  the  department 
are  those  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
and  very  satisfactory  results  have  been  achieved.  The  main 
surface  infestations  were  found  in  premises  where  a food  supply 
was  available,  such  as  private  dwelling-houses,  where  poultry 
was  being  kept  in  back  yards  and  gardens  in  improperly  con- 
structed houses  and  runs,  allowing  easy  feeding  facilities  for 
rats  and  mice. 

There  was  a marked  improvement  in  the  business  premises 
inspected,  early  notification  by  the  proprietors  of  any  trouble  has 
greatly  reduced  the  treatment  necessary  at  this  type  of  building. 

Sewer  Campaign. 

Half-yearly  treatments  were  again  continued  during  the 
past  twelve  months  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of 
the  Ministry,  and  the  recorded  pre-bait  takes  again  showed  the 
need  for  continual  inspection  and  treatment,  especially  in  those 
areas  where  the  sewers,  consisted  of  brick  or  stone  culverts. 


The  results  obtained  this  year  again  show  that  svstemntir 


Number  of  reservoir  infestations  found 
Number  of  major  infestations  found  . . 
Number  of  minor  infestations  found 
Number  of  Complaints  dealt  with 


Number  of  visits  to  rat  infested  premises 
Number  of  interviews  given 


990 

353 

Nil 

Nil 


2£f'92 

289 
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